
Fall Attend activity fair participate 
in extracurricular activities

Participate developmental 
program with counselors and 

Naviance activities

Introduction to school supports 
including academic and 

personal/social

Students should become aware 
of spectrum of college and 
graduation requirements

Winter
Individual freshman conference 

with counselor

Parents welcome

Discussion of individual 
“highest rigor” course selection 
including exploratory electives

Review grades, activities, 
community, service, and how 

they align with post-secondary 
goals

Attend TCHS interest assembly

Spring Attend career day
Create a resume to record 

school achievements, activities, 
and awards in Naviance

Explore career interests, and 
resources on counseling 

website. Research summer 
opportunities 

(work/shadow/volunteer) in 
areas of interest

Meet with counselor to discuss 
and review course selection for 

sophomore year

Summer Participate in volunteering, job, 
or enrichment program

Improve reading skills during 
the summer break with visiting 
your local library and checking 

out books

9TH Grade Post Secondary Planning Timeline

(self-exploration of abilities & interests)
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10th Grade Post Secondary Planning Timeline
(consider possible career based on abilities & interests)

Fall All students take 
PSAT

Parents attend 
college application 

process night

Stay active with 
extracurricular 

activities

Winter
Explore Naviance 
family connection 

and research 
careers and 

colleges

Focus on 
developing 

reading, and 
writing skills

Register for May 
AP test(s) (If 

applies) 

Course planning 
for Junior year

Visit colleges of 
interest during in-
service days and 

vacation days

Spring Attend career day

Participate in 10th

grade counseling 
session and take 

“Do what you are” 
personality 

assessment in 
Naviance

Research career 
paths & 

requirements

Explore 
requirements for 
military programs 
(West Point etc.)

Counselors 
providing 
mentoring 

throughout the 
school year 

regarding grades 
and GPA

Parents attend 
college planning 

night

Visit colleges of 
interest during in-
service days and 

vacation days

Summer
Participate in 

volunteering, job 
or enrichment 

program

https://www.collegeboard.org/


11th Grade Post Secondary Planning Timeline
(identify career goals & colleges/majors)

Fall Attend financial 
aid night

Take 
PSAT/NMSQT, 
and become 

aware of SAT I 
and ACT 

deadlines

Identify needs for 
military (West 

Point etc.)

Create test plan 
for SAT, ACT, SAT 
subjects, and AP 

exams

Participate in 
shadowing/inter

nship 
experiences

Discuss post 
secondary 

options with 
family

Register to meet 
with college 

representatives 
at school

Visit colleges of 
interest during 
in-service days 
and vacation 

days

Winter

Students and 
parents 

participate in 
individual 11th

grade conference 
with counselor

In counseling 
session discuss, 
“Gap Year” and 
alternatives to 4 

year college

Review the post 
secondary search 

process via 
Naviance

Register for May 
AP tests and 
prepare for 

standardized 
tests

Take SAT, ACT, 
SAT subjects, and 
AP exams/early 

spring

Visit colleges of 
interest during 
in-service days 
and vacation 

days

Spring
Maintain strong 

grades & 
extracurricular 

activities/volunteer

Prepare class 
selections for senior 

year

Attend career day 
and explore career 

interests

Research 
scholarships

Meet with college 
representatives and 

attend Main Line 
Regional College Fair

Request letters of 
recommendations if 

needed
Take AP Exams

Parents attend 
college planning 

night

Visit colleges of 
interest during in-
service days and 

vacation days

Summer
Review financial aid 

information and 
resources

Develop a list of six 
to nine colleges in 

the following 
categories – reach, 
target, and safety

Decide on applying 
early or waiting

Participate in 
volunteering, 

working, or summer 
enrichment

Register for July ACT 
and August SAT



12th Grade Post Secondary Planning Timeline
(finalize & initiate post-graduation plans)

Fall
Parents attend college 
process and financial 
aid night or alternate 
post secondary plan

Finalize potential 
colleges and 

recommendation 
letters

Individual Senior 
conference with 

parents, and counselor 
to review Naviance 

and college 
application process

Parents complete 
FAFSA forms online by 

Oct. 1st

If needed take SAT, 
ACT, SAT and subjects.  
Student sends scores 

to colleges

Meet with college 
representatives and 
attend local college 

fairs PACAC and 
NACAC

Winter Research and follow 
up on scholarships

Decide on early 
acceptance

Follow up on 
submitted applications

Register for AP exams
Upon request of the 
colleges submit mid-

year grades 

Monitor grades and 
graduation 

requirements 
throughout the year

Spring

Parents and students 
compare financial aid 
packages, and reach 
out to each colleges 
financial aid office if 

additional resources is 
needed

Check your 
email/portal for 

acceptance letters 
FAFSA 

acknowledgement

Make college 
acceptance decision 

by May 1st

Take AP exams (where 
applicable)

Update 
Naviance/Family 
connection with 

application statuses 
(accepted/declined/ 

attending) and 
complete senior 

survey

Pre-
Graduation
/Summer

Decide on Housing and 
meal plan options

Prepare a check list of 
essential items needed 

for college move

Identify personal 
needs and locate 

college and 
community resources

Counselors to advise 
parents of students 
with 504 to contact 
colleges Academic 

Resource Center for 
Disability Services

Become familiarized 
with college handbook

Understand and 
research the local 

community, check out 
city or township 

website

Find out who your 
college advisor is

Reach out and get to 
know your roommate

https://fafsa.ed.gov/

